
Ms. Landon  
(10th Grade) English II 2018-2019 Syllabus 

Teacher Contact Info: Schedule:  
E-mail: katie.landon@jessamine.kyschools.us 1st Period (8:50-9:50): Gen. English II 
School Phone: 859- 887-2421 Ext. 3624 2nd Period (9:55-10:55): Acc. English II 
School Address: 2101 Wilmore Rd 3rd Period(11:00-12:00): Acc. English II 
Nicholasville, KY 40356 4th Period (12:05-1:40): Acc. English II 

5th Period (1:45-2:45):  Gen. English II 
6th  Period (2:50-3:50): Planning 

Required materials:  
● 3 ring binder (1 ½ inch):  This will remain in the classroom. 
● Folder with pockets and paper fasteners (for homework) 
● Loose leaf paper (college ruled)  
● Pencil or pen  
● Dividers or Post-it Tabs (at least 5) 
● Suggested: Flashdrive (1GB) for typed writing and multimedia projects, Agenda book to keep track of homework and 

other due dates 
 
Shared Supplies by Last Name: 
 
● A-F: Pack of Post-it Tabs  
● G-L: Highlighters  
● M-R: Pencils  
● S-Z: Black or Blue Pens  

*Since most of us, at one time or another, will need these, let’s all contribute to making our classroom comfortable 
and convenient. 

Ms. Landon’s Classroom Procedures 

Attendance 

Students are expected to be in their assigned seats when the bell rings. As soon as the bell rings, students will quietly                      

work on the vocabulary word of the day or bell ringer activity. If students are not in the room when the bell rings, they will                         

be marked tardy. Students are responsible for getting class notes from another student if they are absent. In order to be                     

successful in this class, attendance is essential. See school handbook for attendance and tardy policies.  

 

Electronics 

Students should keep all cell phones, MP3 players, iPods, calculators, and other electronic devices turned off and put away 

at all times UNLESS we are using a particular device for a class activity. See handbook for new school wide phone policy. 

 

Class Dismissal 

Students must stay seated until the bell rings OR until the teacher dismisses them. Students will be given a couple 

minutes before the bell rings to pack up and to ask any additional questions about the lesson. Students need to return any 

textbooks or dictionaries they used to the bookshelves and clean up their area before they leave class.  

 

Food and Drink 

Food is not permitted in the classroom. Drinks with secure lids are permitted. Open cans are not permitted in the                    

classroom.  

 

Classroom Property 

Students are not permitted to write on desks for any reason at any time. Students may not write or erase material on the 

agenda board. Students need to respect school property and handle classroom materials with care. There are highlighters, 

markers, and other materials provided for classroom use. Students may check out independent reading books. Ask Ms. 

Landon if you would like to sign a book out to read for additional reading materials.  

 

Plagiarism  

I adhere to the school’s policy on plagiarism and cheating. Prior to writing papers, students will be taught how to properly                     

give credit to sources and avoid plagiarism. Students will receive a zero for plagiarized papers and projects. See handbook                   

for more details.  



  
Ms. Landon’s Classroom Expectations 

 

1. Be On Time and Be Prepared. 

2. Only Touch What Belongs to You. 

3. Be Respectful.  

4. Stay Awake and Alert. 

5. Use Appropriate Language.  

6. Eliminate Distractions.  

 

*For minor offences students will be given ONE warning. If the behavior continues students will have 

a conference with Ms. Landon and then will serve morning detention. A parent or guardian will also 

be notified. Depending on the severity of the behavior, students may be given a behavior referral with 

no warning. Obscene language, bullying, defiant behavior, and fighting are not permitted in the 

classroom and will result in a more severe disciplinary action.  

 

*Please note that cell phone violations are also taken very seriously.  

 

 

Character is higher than intellect. 

A great soul will be strong to live, as well as strong to think.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading 
CREDITS: 
In English class, all grades accumulate on a cumulative basis throughout the semester. At the end of the first 
semester if you are passing, you will receive ½ credit for English 2. In January, your grade WILL START OVER 
and will be cumulative for the entirety of the spring semester. At the end of this semester you will receive an 
additional ½ credit for English 2 IF you are passing.  
 

STANDARDS-BASED GRADING SYSTEM 
During this school year we will be using a grading process that is designed to give students more direct 

feedback about specific pieces of learning. Students will know which areas they have performed well in and 
areas that need improvement. The following outlines how this system will operate: 

1. PRACTICE IS FOUNDATIONAL- Daily work, quizzes, and homework (formative assessments) are 
vital to being able to master content and thus count for 20% of students’ overall class grade.  In addition, all 
formal formative assessments for a given unit must be completed before a student will be permitted to take the 
summative assessment.  

 
2. GRADES BASED ON WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED- Summative assessments (tests, 
major writing pieces, culminating performances) will make up 70% majority of students’ overall class grade. 
These assessments will be carefully constructed so that each unit target is assessed in an appropriate way. 
Instead of individual assignments being listed in infinite campus, you will see individual targets listed and the 
grades earned for each.  The final exam given at the end of the semester will be worth 10% of students’ class 
grade. 
 
3. CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT- If students do not meet the assessed targets on the summative 
assessments, they will have an opportunity to take a second assessment. Students who plan to take a retake are 
expected to have completed all previous formative assessments and additional practice at home (if needed) to 
request additional teacher help before or after school so that their performance may truly improve.  Students 
have 10 days from the date the graded assessment was returned to them in which to take a retake.  

 

 



 
 

Expectations for Accelerated Classes: 

*Most novels will be read as homework. 

*Required reading will be assessed through regular sometimes daily reading quizzes. 

*Some papers will be written as homework with limited in-class work time. 

*Timed writings will be regular part of formative and summative assessments. 

 

 
English II Units of Study 

*These are subject to change at the teacher’s professional discretion. 
1st Nine Weeks: 

Unit 1: The Future Awaits 
During this unit, we will be reading a variety of fiction and non-fiction sources in order to gather textual evidence, make inferences, 
and analyze theme, and point of view.  
Possible Texts: Selected non-fiction articles from a variety of sources, selected short stories and poems from Prentice Hall Literature 
Textbook for Grade 10 and other sources, Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury,  
Writing: Students will write analytically in response to literature throughout the unit.  The focus will be on creating strong claim 
(thesis) statements and drawing evidence from a text to support those statements. 
 

2nd Nine Weeks: 
Unit 2: The Making of a Monster 
During this unit, we will be reading a novel along with supplemental non-fiction and fiction sources in order to interpret figurative and 
connotative meanings of words, gather textual evidence, make inferences, and analyze theme, and character development. We will 
also be studying how time period and source material affect what an author writes. 
Possible Texts: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Writing: Students will write an essay analyzing the development of an element of romanticism throughout the novel and how it 
contributes to the development of a theme.  The focus will be on correctly constructing an informative/explanatory essay by 
embedding evidence accurately and supporting claim statements with thorough analysis. 

 
3rd Nine Weeks: 

Unit 3: The Art of Argument 
In this unit, we will be studying the power of persuasive words to transform people and society. First, we will study arguments in 
non-fiction essays, speeches, and advertisements. We will analyze the rhetorical techniques these arguments employ. 
Possible Texts: non-fiction articles, speeches, advertisements and arguments from a variety of sources and mediums 
Writing:  Each student will use what they have learned to about persuasive appeals and rhetorical techniques to write both an 
“on-demand” argumentative essay and a synthesis argument essay  Students will write arguments (both on-demand and synthesis) 
in which they make claims, support those claims with evidence, and draw conclusions about the significance of the evidence on their 
overall claims. 
 
 

4th Nine Weeks: 
Unit 4: The Power of Words 
Students will explore the cumulative impact of persuasion through the use of language by reading fictional works.  Poetic devices as 
well as the use of logical and fallacious reasoning will be analyzed.  This unit will serve as a culminating production that will bring 
together our study theme, character development, argument, and overall meaning from previous units. 
 
Possible Texts: Animal Farm  by George Orwell;  Othello by William Shakespeare 
Writing:  Students will write analytically in response to fiction. 
 
 

***Grammar and vocabulary will be taught throughout each unit*** 
 
 

 
 


